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Their agricultural and other implements are all of the very rudest
description. Their mode of existence is from hand to mouth, and
there appears to be no reason to suppose that their material con-
dition in former times was better than now. The fact that their
language contains no word to express any number above eight,
indicates extreme degradation in former days as well as at the
present time. The Mechs or Cdcharis do not seem to have
achieved any form of polity of their own; they have few traditions,
no ancient songs, no monuments, no written character, and no
literature of any kind. Their marriage ceremony still preserves the
most primitive form, that of forcible abduction. The bridegroom
proceeds with a company of friends to the residence of his intended.
Her friends are assembled, and endeavour to retain her, and a mock
combat ensues, in which, of course, the bridegroom's party is suc-
cessful. Afterwards he gives a feast to the bride's friends, and
makes a money present, usually about Rs. 60 or ^6, to conciliate
the father, who is supposed by a fiction to be incensed, and the rite
is complete. The Mechs, although a degraded race, are far from
being destitute of good qualities. They are much more honest and
trustworthy than the Hindu peasantry of Bengal, and also less quarrel-
some ; chastity is esteemed a virtue, and crime is comparatively rare.
Their physical constitution enables them to live in their malarious
tracts, and, by the introduction of a rude cultivation, make these
places habitable for successors of a superior race. During the Bhutan
campaign, the military officers in the Dwars used to wonder at the
Mechs, not only for not succumbing to malaria, which proved so
fatal to men and horses from Hindustan, but for actually thriving
under these unfavourable circumstances, and being a stout, athletic
people. Their immunity from malaria was usually attributed to
the prophylactic effects of the liquor which they are continually
drinking in large quantities, but in all probability it is entirely
caused by long acclimatization. The foregoing account of the
Mechs is taken from a report to me by the Deputy-Commissioner ;
but a more detailed description of these people will be found in
my Statistical Account of Bengal, D&jfling District, vol. x. pp.
66-80.
THE RAJBANSIS are believed to have formerly inhabited the
lower ranges of hills, and to have descended into the plains some
two hundred years ago, being pushed forward by the people
behind. They now rank as a low caste of Hindus, and all converts